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Project Term for grades 1-3 is a two-week term that begins on 
Tuesday, May 30.  Project Term is a valuable opportunity for Black River 
students and faculty as it provides hands on, experiential learning to each student 
while adhering to Black River’s academic requirements.  We are excited to offer a 
great list of classes and remind students that learning is fun! 
 

 
Course Listings 
Please read the course listings and discuss them with your child.  Each child will 
be participating daily in two, one-hour long Project Term classes throughout this 
two week period.   The Project Term schedule for grades 1-3 will be as follows: 
 

 Daily Schedule 
o 8:00 – 10:50 Normal work time 
o 10:50– 11:10 Recess 
o 11:10 – 12:10 Session 1 Project Term Class 
o 12:10 – 12:15 Return to homeroom, prepare for lunch 
o 12:15 – 1:15 Lunch and recess 

o 1:20 – 2:20 Session 2 Project Term Class  
o 2:20 – 2:25 Return to homeroom 
o 2:25 – 2:40 Homeroom, prepare for dismissal 

 
To clarify: each student will participate in two classes and he/she will have both 
of those hour-long classes every day during Project Term. 
 

 
Course Selection and Registration 
Once you have narrowed your choices down to the top ten courses your child 
would like to take, please fill out the pink registration form and return it to your 
child’s classroom teacher by Monday, December 5, 2022.  We will do our best 
to make sure that each student gets to participate in his/her preferred courses, 
but we do ask that you provide five alternate courses for each session to allow for 
scheduling flexibility. 
 

 
Parent Volunteers 
We encourage parent participation in all stages of Project Term including 
preparation, assistance, and even teaching!  Please contact your child’s teacher if 
you are interested in volunteering. 
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Ancient Egypt  Alaina Kramer 

Ever wonder what your life would have been like if you lived in Ancient Egypt? Are you 

curious about the Great Pyramids, pharaohs and queens, and mummies? Join in the fun 

as we learn all about the Ancient Egyptians. You'll have a chance to make your own 

pharaoh headdress and necklace, create a cartouche, build a pyramid and much, much 

more. We'll have lots of fun along the way as we learn about life in Ancient Egypt.  

 

Basketball  Adam Naylor-Tatterson 

In this class we will be working on the FUNdamentals of the greatest sport of all time, 

Basketball. Whether you are wanting to try out a new sport or you have been dribbling a 

basketball since you were two, join Mr. Adam for some fun drills and games to learn 

how to shoot, handle and pass a basketball.  

Be a Nature Nurturer  Sydnie Avery 

Do you care about our Earth? If so, this course is for you. You are going to become a 

conservationist! We are going to learn about different ways humans put our Earth in 

danger, such as pollution, littering, deforestation, and poaching. Even better, we are 

going to learn about what YOU can do to help our Earth heal and prevent climate 

change!  

 

Fairytale Exploration  Katie Melnick 

Do you love to read fairytales? Do you love to be creative? In this project term class we 

will be reading different fairytales, creating our own reader's theatre and doing crafts to 

go along with each of the stories we read. Come and explore the world of fairytales! 

  

Friendship Bracelets and Finger Knitting  Krystin Krasnowski 

What can you make out of a ball of yarn? Explore the basics of weaving, sewing, and 

knitting in this course. Make unique trinkets like bracelets, baskets, and bookmarks and 

work on a collaborative project for Black River to keep for years to come! We'll have 

"sew" much fun! 

 

Holidays Around the World  Carrie Ames 

People around the world love to celebrate!  In this class you will explore holidays 

celebrated by different cultures.   Each day you will learn about the history of a new 

holiday and participate in some of the traditions that make that day special. 

Hot Off the Press  Christin Lankheet 

Extra!  Extra!  Read all about it!  Black River’s lower elementary students are creating a 

newspaper during Project Term 2023!  They will be exploring the writing process by 

becoming journalists and writing about the events that have happened at school this 

year through interviewing their peers and teachers.  It will be an exciting couple of 

weeks as they brainstorm the newspaper’s sections and stories, conduct interviews, 
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write and edit their articles, finalize the layout, and publish the newspaper.  Pencils will 

be flying and fascinating stories will be revealed.  You won’t want to miss out on this 

exciting adventure!  Check out Hot off the Press today. 

  

In the Flow Yoga  Allyson Cosentino 

Together, we will flow through our movement and learn about our breath. We will talk 

about mindfulness, affirmations and how to focus our minds. This class teaches simple 

flowing patterns to warm up the body, as well as movements focusing on strength, 

balance, and flexibility. 

  

Let's Get Outside!  Rachael Naylor-Tatterson 

In this project term class, we will be asking the question, “Where are we?” Our 

exploration begins inside ourselves as we get quiet and tune into our senses. Students 

will be getting outside each day for nature walks, scavenger hunts, work with maps, 

outdoor games, fort building, writing, and crafts. 

  

Spellbinding Books  Philip DiCicco 

You have books at home and at the library. But how many of them were made by the 

hands of just one person? In this class, using simple household materials, students will 

learn how to bind beautiful soft-cover and hardcover journals waiting to be filled with 

drawings, diaries, and more. This class is for students who love to work with their hands 

and make crafts. It’s also a good class for writers and artists who want beautiful 

handmade books to keep their work in. 

  

The Little Lens Storytellers  Dustin TerHaar 

Lights, Camera, Art! This will be a crash course for kiddos to learn how to develop their 

own "artistic eye," and how-to take better photos! We will be learning about subject 

matter, lighting, composition, but mainly having a fun time getting to know one another 

and what each person likes to capture behind their camera.  There is a $40 fee for this 

class that will purchase a digital camera for each student and cover the costs to get a 

portfolio made. 

 

Ukeing Around  Jesse Davenport 

The ukulele, also called Uke, is a member of the lute family of instruments of Portuguese 

origin and popularized in Hawaii. Come learn the basics of the uke, the chords, and even 

some songs. This course will require a fee of $25 to pay for the ukulele, which the 

student will be able to take home at the end of project term.  
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A Poem is Where the Heart Is  Philip DiCicco 
Did you know you have a voice unlike anyone else? Not just the voice you use to speak, 
but the voice you use to think and write, too! Through writing poetry, you can get to 
know this voice and share what makes you special with others. In this class, you will get 
to read and write new kinds of poetry, and learn some tricks to make your writing pop 
and sing. You will even get to collect your work into a “chapbook” of your own design to 
keep. 

Art From Your Heart  Sydnie Avery 
Come paint an amazing abstract work of art! In this course, we are going to learn the 
elements of design to help you become the best artist you can be! We will talk about line, 
color, shapes, texture, and much, much more! Using what you learn, you will paint a 
beautiful work of art to bring home with you! 
  
Writing Your Autobiography  Adam Naylor-Tatterson 
What's the funniest thing that's ever happened to you? What do you want to be when 
you grow up? What's your favorite kind of ice cream? Answer these and other important 
questions in Writing Your Autobiography with Mr. Adam. In this class, you will be 
writing all about yourself. Be ready to share some of your favorite things, funniest 
stories, hopes and dreams and much more. 

Exciting Experiments  Carrie Ames 
Explore the world through science!  Learn more about how things work in the world 
around you by asking questions, observing, making predictions, testing ideas, and 
drawing conclusions.  In this class, we will participate in a different hands-on 
experiment each day and learn together as scientists. 
  
Français pour vous!  Jesse Davenport 
Mr. Jesse lived in France for six years! While it took him a long time to learn French 
(he's old :D), he did it and he would love to share his love of this language with you! 
Come learn the basics of French and French culture and French food and games. 
  
Incredible Edible Book Art  Alaina Kramer 
Join us as we settle in for some great reads, then get creative as we make an edible art 
project to go with each book. You'll create some delicious projects, plus a recipe book to 
bring home so you can make these yummy projects again and again.  
Jewelry Making  Katie Melnick 
Come and practicing your jewelry making skills! We will learn about making patterns 
and different techniques to make different types of jewelry.  We will explore using 
different materials and being creative! 
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Kids Care  Krystin Krasnowski 
Do you want to make the world a better place? In this course, we’ll be completing service 
projects to help people and animals in need in the Holland area. Whether you’re picking 
up litter, collecting donations, volunteering, making care packages, or learning about 
service animals, you’ll be making people smile every day. Along the way, we’ll build 
empathy and practice friendship! 
 
Odyssey of the Mind Exploration  Rachael Naylor-Tatterson 
Are you interested in acting? Are you a problem solver? This creative problem solving 
course will be an exploration of Odyssey of the Mind challenges, teamwork, and skit 
making. Those who have been involved in this program and other students who have 
not, are all welcome. We will be making skits, doing STEM-like challenges, and working 
on teamwork. 
  
Tech Safari  Courtney Phillips & Jim Levering 
Do you love playing computer games and solving puzzles? Then this is the perfect class 
for you! During 'Tech Safari”, you will be asked to go on a coding adventure, explore the 
world of robotics, and work in teams to solve STEAM challenges. 
  
The World of Watercolors  Allyson Cosentino 
This watercolor class will provide instruction and inspiration for those who want to 
learn more about the medium. 
  
Well, That's Practical!  Dustin TerHaar 
Practical Life Lessons for the elementary kid! We will be pretending we are going on 
vacation and packing a suitcase, sorting & folding laundry, learning how to set tables, do 
dishes, self-care, making cookies, and creating floral arrangements among a few other 
things. Teaching our kids how to help out and be more self-sufficient!  
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